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Principal’s Report to Parents – 11 December 2009
Dear Parents
From a roll count of 272 back on February 2, we end the year at 305. With 47 Year 6’s departing, twenty one families have their last or only child leaving our school: to the Baxter, Beneteau, Butler, Cadman, Cato, Clements, Davis, Fleming, Haigh, Heath, Jack, Jenkins, Klein, Kuypers, Norrish, Phillips, Reid, Salemink-Waldren, Smith, Standen, Thomas, Vellekoop, Wickman and Weston families, our sincere thanks to these families, many of whom have made a considerable contribution to the life of the school. Whether it has been via in-class parent help, sports teams, camps, reading programmes, transport, PFA, and or all manner of other activities, the school, the staff and the pupils you have supported are grateful for your input.
Prizewinners from Tuesday night:

· Achievement in Swimming – McKechnie Trophy
Scott Fairbairn  

· Sports Enthusiasm – McGregor Trophy
 
Olivia Vellekoop    
 

· Sports Achievement – Haslett Cup

 
Clodagh McCullough  
· Most Diligent Librarian




Tayla Baxter, Morgan Fisher
· Ella Mackie Friendship Trophy (Year 2)
 
Tyla George    


· Rotary Shield for School Citizenship

      
 Travis Van Gysen
· Slippers Award – Kindness to others

      
Kate Olsen/Tegan Stent

· Effort & Contribution to School Life – Mark Harrison Cup Emma Cadman
· Creativity – Eggleton Trophy
    

     
Corbin Cantell

· Technology trophy ( McLean family)

      
Sam Beckman

· Love of Music – Geraldine Pearce Memorial Trophy   
Sophie Butler/Emma Cadman

· Language and The Arts – Hay Trophy

      
Sophie Butler

· Mathematics – Ashridge Cup
     

      
Corbin Cantell

      

· Academic Improvement – Windmill Orchard Cup   
Liam Holme

· Academic Excellence – Principal’s Cup
      

Jana Unternahrer

Liz Lee joined us at the start of the year, while Nicola Smith, Rachael Kemball, Prue Blackmore and Shelley Ross continued in various Long Term Reliever positions. Mrs Helen Barlow joined us early in term three to later start our second new entrant class. Our two A.P.’s, Margaret Read and Richard Johnson were again released from specific classroom duties, with responsibilities including Reading Recovery, Special Needs, Tutor Teacher, Curriculum and Assessment, ICT teacher release, MoE classroom release time, GATE and syndicate leadership. Sheila Helleur and Shirley Jensen also continued 0.2 release time from class duties for syndicate responsibilities and ICT respectively.
The (newish) New Zealand Curriculum has been progressively unwrapped, analysed, referenced in discussion and the continued formulation of school-wide guidelines in core curriculum as well as Integrated, Health and P.E., and the Arts; many hours have been spent.
We want Inquiry Learning to have a greater influence particularly in our Integrated Curriculum studies, so we sought to engender ‘passion’ for and in learning through science experiments in term one, moving to ‘Sustainability’ via Conservation Superheroes  in terms 2 and 3, and zoo, stream and whio this term. We will be pursuing this further next year: what does Inquiry Learning mean in Coatesville School and how is it best integrated into all learning?
National Standards are a hot topic at the moment, certainly in education circles but also not far from nation-wide media attention. As already disclosed, while individuals may have and are entitled to, differing ideas, our school and teachers have no issue with standards per se, none at all, in fact we are at least reasonably comfortable that we have pretty robust assessment systems in place to monitor progress. In fact few educationalists generally have an issue with the concept - the proposed process, implementation and the claimed outcomes are what is causing consternation, lead by  New Zealand’s pre-eminent educationalists from Auckland, Waikato and Otago Universities.
Our school’s specific Student Achievement Target for this year was in Numeracy where we sought to have 75% of our Year 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 students achieve targets of 75% competency for number strategy, number knowledge and basic facts by the end of the year. That’s right, not just ‘in the broad band/around the middle/50%’, - we wanted 75% achievement by the end of each year level. You can check how broad the bands are on the back of your child’s end of year report form.
Overall Numeracy Results:  
Yr 2: Level 1 Advanced - 84%;    Yr 3: Level 2 Basic -74%;   Yr 4 Level 2 Advanced – 87%
Yr 5: Level 3 Basic -74%;  
      Yr 6: Level 3 Advanced – 75%
As always, we monitor our Literacy results as well, targeting 75% to achieve specified levels for pupils at Year 2, 4, & 6 as a focus, particularly following-up on the PD in written language undertaken last year:
Writing:   Year 2 -82%;   Year 4 – 85%;  Year 6 – 89%

Speaking:  Year 2 – 95%;  Year 4 – 87%;  Year 6 -87%

Listening:  Year 2 – 92%;  Year 4 – 91%;  Year 6 – 87%

Reading (at or above chronological ages): Yr 2 – 82%; Yr 3 – 95%; Yr 4 – 87%; Yr 5 -72%; Yr 6 -75%

The literacy standards of our pupils were also praised by the Principal of Albany Senior High School at their recent prizegiving.
2010 will see the re-introduction of our ‘Meet the Teacher’ afternoons, in week two of term one. This will be followed in week eight by a ‘Progress and Goal Setting’ meeting involving the teacher, child and parents. Pupils will also be involved for at least part of the fifteen minute mid-year interviews next year. There will also be information and discussion meetings for parents of New Entrants and those starting within the next term or so.
We had another Book Fortnight – including a Character Hat Day’, plus trips to MOTAT and the Zoo as part of a school-wide unit on ‘Sustainability’. Room 12 took up the recycling challenge with both paper, cardboard, food and rubbish. With the science emphasis under Sustainability this year, we also attended ’The Science Road Show’ and carried out a local stream investigation under DoC guidance. The children heard an excellent speaker from SAFE talk to the pupils about conservation and protection of animal species and Totara investigated the whio or blue duck on a virtual tour using LEARNZ. By way of various stalls, we raised enough for Oxfam to build 13 wells in underdeveloped countries, again -sustainability. Our Police Education Officer spent time in the school building further on our Road Safety programme.
Prue Blackmore and Margaret Read, set out a programme to introduce both a ‘Student Leaders’ and a ‘House’ system into the school. A small group of senior students was selected and undertook coaching and training in the development of an appropriate series of skills. These skills were further enhanced when they spent the day listening to motivational speakers outlining the need for organisational skills and the need to take opportunities when offered, plus stressing values such as persistence, tolerance, resilience, co-operation and attitude at the ‘The National Young Leaders’ Day’. These leaders and another group of students from both years 5 and 6 have recently been through a two day Peer Mediation training programme. As a result of the staff and student training programmes, we are now part of the “Cool Schools” network. 
These student leaders have played a significant role in initiating and organising events such as Funky Friday and assisting with our annual Daffodil Day. Though not specifically organised by the ‘leaders, we also did our bit for the Samoan Tsunami appeal, raising $400 with a gold coin trail.
Our choirs and instrumental groups continue to amaze, guided by the skilled teachings of Claire Callister and Cherrie Leefe, evidenced in one forum with another  great ‘Coatesville Sounds’ concert at the ‘hall. We had ‘Bandwagon’ in-school earlier in the year, the choir went to ‘High School Musical II and Totara team also went to the Aotea Centre for ‘Kiwi Kapers’ with the Philharmonic Orchestra. We also certainly enjoyed the return of ‘The Minstrel’ recently. “Fairy Tales can Come True” was the Totara team’s theatrical production, an excellent show and well attended by parents and friends. This term Kowhai’s end of year concert is a conclusion to the general animal theme for the term. ‘Coatesville T.V. continued on for most of the year while Coatesville Idol again revealed further talent and entertainment.
Along with music, our visual art continues to draw comments of amazement from everyone – including the Prime Minister. Guided by our art expert Chris Gunnell, a number of our pupils’ exhibited sculptures at Northart’s ‘Year of the Ox’ and again a number of them collected awards and prizes. Artist Graham Braddock also ran an art workshop for all students. The murals on the end wall of room 12 certainly add to the environment, as do the bird totems in various gardens around the school. Optional tuition in art, maths, keyboard, piano, recorder, trumpet, guitar and violin are all available in addition to school time lessons.
Sporting success has continued this year: Individuals and teams featured in: rugby, rippa, hockey, touch, netball, swimming, cross country, athletics, soccer, tabloids, water safety, gymnastics, trampolining, skiing and more. Champions and team winners featured in many of these sports, thanks not only to the participants but also teacher and or parent coaches. Add in the Shore to Shore Run/walk, - much better supported this year, and the usual Jump Rope for Heart and PE and sport continued to be well catered for. EOTC activities are being held somewhat later this year, largely due to earlier DoC activities on Motutapu  Island where the Year 5 and 6 students will be for the last week, the Year 4’s being at MERC. Great parental support and enthusiasm as always, assist in ensuring these are safe and highly successful ventures. 
We had students here from Korea for varying lengths of time, overall an enlightening experience for all. A huge ‘Thank you’ to those families who provided homestays. We will again have students here in term one next year, from Korea as well as Hong Kong for the first time. Again thank you to the families who are taking them in; it is a much broader and rewarding experience than the healthy remuneration, is it not. Hong Kong is an exchange possibility for some of our students later next year. 
The new classroom, 3A/ Reception, as it is currently known as, was opened by local MP and PM John Key at the end of July. A very tight squeeze timewise what with the winter rains, but a noteworthy event on several fronts. All but a short section of the driveway has been replaced this year as part of the Ministry of Education’s 5 Year Property Maintenance schedule for the school.  

Teachers surveyed parents seeking their feedback and on Key Competencies, Principles and Values and the ‘state of play’ in the school in relation to those aspects: staff have discussed these survey results and there will be further feedback next year; valuable information to utilise moving forward. The Board’ have also recently conducted a survey too, of a more general nature: feedback from them accompanies this newsletter. 
Negotiations, discussions, meetings regarding the reserve Management Plan and the siting of a Community Recreation Centre have continued.
The PFA undertook to target their fundraising this year to completing the new classroom, the Ministry funding only 70% of the project. This gave them quite a target; undaunted as ever, they set about having and providing fun in doing so. Agricultural Day, the traditional flagship, and a great day as always, was held early in term three, complete with a student designed Ag Day T-shirt for the second year. A new venture, a Western Night (and auction), certainly caught the imagination and provided a great community social event as well as being an excellent money spinner. The PFA parents and their various helpers from time to time, are definitely worthy of acclamation for these and numerous other activities – New Parents Afternoon teas, disco, Icy Slicy day, family Bbq, to name but a few. They certainly work hard, not least of all allied to the huge commitment of Ag day but numerous other events as well, but I’m sure they have a lot of fun too. Besides, there is no greater satisfaction they reflecting on a job well done. 
A special note of thanks to our Board of Trustees; as often is the case, the job is more expansive than first imagined, but they have handled the commitment and responsibility very well.

So, our ’09 Year 6’s – give the next stage of challenge and learning your best shot and make the most of the many learning and growing opportunities that will come your way. 
As always, I want to heap most praise on my, our, staff, both teaching and ancillary: thank you for your earnest commitment to the many aspects of the education that you provide Coatesville children. This certainly includes our caretaker Eugene who continues to do a great job in and around our school. Few actually realise the extent and complexity of what they all do for the betterment of our pupils. Thank you.
Have a great Christmas and New Year, enjoy summer - relax, refresh with family and friends and we’ll see many of you in early in 2010.
Kind regards

Paul Greenstreet
Principal
