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Forrest Hill School





Winter Sports





Weekend games and week day after school games are in full flight now, with teams having mixed successes. We have students involved in netball, hockey, flipper ball and soccer. A very big thank you to the parents who are actively involved with their children’s teams, coaching and managing and giving these active children the encouragement they need and deserve. This week we had the A grade soccer team play their first game of the season against Takapuna Primary with an impressive win of 6 goals to 1. This was an interschool lunch time game, the first of a series to be held over the next two terms.





National Standards – a new government initiative





You may have heard more recently through the media about National Standards to be implemented through all NZ schools as from the beginning of 2010. This week the senior management team attended a meeting for all principals in Auckland schools, where we were provided further information about these new standards. At the end of the Year 1, Year 4, Year 6 and Year 8 student achievement in reading, writing and mathematics will be measured against nationally developed expectations. The standards reflect the national curriculum levels which we use already when reporting your child’s achievement to you. The standards require schools to use a range of nationally identified assessment tools, all of what we are using at our school already. 


So what does this mean for us at Forrest Hill: The “standards” reflect what we use as achievement standards already and we are using the national assessment tools already as well. We have actually been doing this over the past 4 – 5 years. What it does mean for us however, is that we can expand further, reporting on the national learning indicators within each national standard, with the view to providing for you a clear picture of where your child is in their learning. This will most likely require us to look at the design and content of the written report as from next year.





If you would like to know more about the NZ National Standards then we invite you to access the following web site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.minedu.govt.nz" ��www.minedu.govt.nz�. As more information comes to light we will keep you in touch. 
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Dear Parents/Caregivers 





Yesterday was national “Support Staff Day”. Support Staff include all non-teaching staff employed at a school by the Board of Trustees. At our school the Board of Trustees employs quite a significant number of support staff, most of who work in classrooms alongside students supporting them with their learning programmes. Six of our support staff work in classrooms, in addition to our teacher aide librarian. We then have our two administration people Sue Eaton and Linda Whitehouse who most of you will have either met or spoken to during your time here at Forrest Hill School, and then our property staff who both maintain and develop our buildings and school environment. All of these people are integral to the successful outcomes experienced by our school. They are a dedicated team who show loyalty and have a high interest in our school and contribute to the benefits we provide for each and every student. A very big thank you goes to our support staff team from all of the teachers here at Forrest Hill School. 





Swine Flu Reminder 





With the school holidays just three weeks away we would like to remind you of the Ministry of Health’s recommendations should you be planning a holiday overseas. These recommendations are that on return to New Zealand after your overseas trip you keep your child/ren at home, away from school for 1 whole week even if they do not show any signs of unwellness. This is to ensure that the influenza virus has not been picked up during your trip and during your air flight home, thus enabling your child to return to school after the one week of being at home. This precaution will make it less likely for the spread of the influenza virus and the school being able to remain open for learning. All schools across New Zealand are making similar requests in an effort to minimise interruptions to learning. 





This means that if you holiday away from NZ during these school holidays, your child would not return to school in Term 3 until 1 full week after you have returned to NZ (this includes trips to Australia). Please note you will need to advise the school of any holidays taken during term time.





Thank you for your co-operation in this rather serious matter. 




















                     Every Day Counts














Every day in a child’s world is another chance for them to learn something new and children learn through everything they do. School offers children regular, dedicated help to master the many skills that they need. Learning to read and write takes a lot of practice and will happen more easily for children if they go to school regularly and that is really the key to making sure they get the best out of school. Did you know that most children need to repeat something new at least seven times before they learn it properly? So missing a day makes it more difficult for them to learn because they will have missed out on their practice. Every day really does count! 





If your child needs to be away due to sickness then please leave a message on the schools answer phone so we know your child is safe at home and not lost on the way to school. You need to phone before 8.45am. if your child is showing signs of being unwell then they must stay at home! Unwell children do not learn but rather sit in the classroom feeling utterly miserable. Recognising and dealing with illness early is the key to a speedy recovery.  





Photolife Reminder





Class photographs will be able to be purchased until tomorrow afternoon (June 12th). If you wish to purchase your child’s class photo please send the money to school tomorrow. 








Policies for Viewing 





The Board of Trustees has reviewed the following policy which is now in the school reception area for your perusal: 


Reporting to Parents / Caregivers





Open Day at Wentworth College





Thursday 18 June





Tours at 9am, 11am, 1pm, 3.30pm


Evening Tour: 7.30pm


Wentworth College is an independent, co-educational Year 7 – 13 College.  Wentworth has its own bus service and despite being situated on the Whangaparaoa Peninsula, travel to most North Shore destinations is less than 30 minutes.


Phone 09 424 3273


65 Gulf Harbour Drive, Gulf Harbour


























Forrest Hill School





Important – Change of Date





Due to the Year 5 and 6 trip to the Waitakere Transfer Station, the date of the UNSW writing and spelling exams has been changed from Tuesday 23rd June to Monday 22nd June.








English Lessons
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Dates for your diary 





12th June 	Choir practice at Wairau Int


15th June 	School assembly 


18th June 	Year 6 visit to Wairau Intermediate


22nd June 	UNSW Writing and Spelling exams


23rd June 	Yr 5Trip to Waitakere Transfer Station


24th June 	Yr 6Trip to Waitakere Transfer Station


29th June 	School Assembly 


30th June 	BOT Meeting 


1 July 		Akoranga Parent Expo


3 July 		Last Day Term 2 
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Cosmo Company





Are you new to New Zealand? 


We specially welcome you and would like to help you adjust to your new life on the North Shore.





For Forrest Hill School parents new to NZ we offer:





English conversation – spend time with a kiwi volunteer each week - improve your English skills and ask questions about living in NZ. Cost: Free





English class (5 - 8 students per class) with fully qualified and experienced TESOL teacher (BA Education). Thursdays, 11am at Level 2, 252 Forrest Hill Rd - cost $15 per lesson.





To register or for more information, email Shelley Nankivell at: riviera@maxnet.co.nz


or contact Shore Elim 


(formerly Mercy Christian Centre) on 449 0266



































