 (
  
           
   
  
 
Forrest
 
Hill
 
School
)

[image: ]
 (
  
Community Contact
)



 (
Reporting to Parents 
With this newsletter is a separate survey sheet for you to complete, where you can tell us your thoughts about the reporting to parents
’
 process we have used this year so far. In Term 2 your child spoke to you about their learning goal (this will be in Term 1 next year)
 and you were given a sheet about this. In Term 2
 you received a
 mid year report and then in Term 3 your child spoke to you about their learning achievements and well as sharing their new learning goal for the rest of the year. At this conference you were able to look at your child’s work and any computer files your child had. All along the way you have been given ideas about how you can help your child at home, so tha
t the learning process can be streamlined
 into the home straight from school. 
Please send your completed survey form back to school as soon as possible. 
Fact-a-thon
The big test of “Kiwi” facts will be happening this Friday. Please make sure your child brings their Fact-a-thon sponsor sheets back to school this Friday. On Monday teachers will return the fact-a-thon sheet with the test result on the sheet so that sponsors are safely able to give over their promised money. Thanks for your anticipated support. 
A Great Gift 
The school would like to thank 
Mr Kevin Goodall
 for the very kind donation of timber to be used to build the raised vegetable garden bed for the Enviro Group’s vegetable plantings next term. We greatly appreciate your very generous donation Mr Goodall. Kevin Goodall - Phone 021-764-497 – owns a local building company should you ever have the need to contact a builder. 
Staff Car Park 
Just another reminder parents, not to drop off your child from within the staff car park or to collect your child from the car park. The car park is busy
,
 particularly from 8.15am – 8.45am and from 2.45pm – 3.45pm. The car park is usually very full and children and parents are not to walk through the car park. Thank you for your anticipated support with this.
) (
19 August 2010
       
 
  
                
  
    Newsletter No.25
                                                 
                                           
Dear Parents/Caregivers
 
Our teacher only day on Monday provided some sound professional development in the new National Standards with a focus on literacy and numeracy. We had 2 facilitators
 from T
eam Solutions who ran the programme. Team Solutions are an advisory service to schools and are contracted by the Ministry of Education to provide professional development. 
The first session focused on literacy – reading and writing.
Discussions focused on teacher professional judgement and the range of evidence a teacher can use to form a judgement about a child’s learning. Judgements are based on the progressions achieved by students in reading and in writing that come from the national curriculum levels. Teachers examined a range of reading texts that provided rich learning that supported progress and achievement in reading. 
The second session of the day focused on numeracy where again teachers examined the indic
ators of learning and the progressions from one num
eracy
 stage to another.
Student progress is still assessed against the national curriculum levels, which have been in place for the past 10 years or so. We are still making judgements about learning in relation to curriculum level one (Year 1 & 2) level 2 (Year 3 & 4) and level 3 (Year 5 & 6), with the difference now being the “sign posts” along the way which are the National Standards
 that
 students are supposed to reach at the end of each year. 
Now however, it is deemed that a child is below the standard if they haven’t reached the specified point or standard at the “right” time. A child may be such a small way away from the relevant standard but is still deemed a “failing”
. It is this, 
that most schools are question
ing since we all know that children develop at different speeds. Not all babies are walking by the time they are 10 months old, but that doesn’t mean they have failed.
 
Not all children will have learned their 7 x table by the time they are 9 years old, but that does not mean they have failed. It is well known that girls are ready for a formal schooling before boys are, but that again
 does not mean the
 boys have failed. It was clear from the facilitators who worked with us that there are still many questions that have as yet no answers. It must make us think that the roll out of National Standards has been too quick and that children are being assessed and “graded” with definite inconsistencies in judgements between schools and not just in a local area but between schools across the whole country.
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Interested in playing T-Ball/Softball this summer for East Coast Bays United Softball? Registration Day: Wed Sept 1st 5.30-7.30pm 
Rosedale
 
Park
, 
Albany
, or register online 
www.ecbsoftball.org.nz
.
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School
 
Cross
 
County
 
This is to be held 
next 
Wednesday
 25
th
 August
. Please come along and support your child/ren. All children need to bring a change of clothes and a small towel in a plastic bag. The
y will need the old clothes to run in as the ground could be very muddy and then they will change back into their school clothes afterwards.
 There is a sausage sizzle lunch that day and the “Pause” coffee guy will be available for parents to purchase coffee. Ten percent of his takings will be donated to the school.
 Below is an approximate timetable for the day
’
s events:
CROSS COUNTRY PROGRAMME
RACES
 (approximate times only)
 
10.45am: Year 3 girls
10.55am: Year 3 boys
11.05am: Year 4 girls
11.15am: Year 4 boys
11.25am: NE/Year 1 girls
11.30am: NE/Year 1 boys
11.35am: Year 2 girls
11.45am: Year 2 boys
11.55am: Year 5 girls
12.10pm: Year 5 boys
12.25pm: Year 6 girls
12.40pm: Year 6 boys 
 
Lunch: 1.00pm (approximately)
Trekking Tuesdays 
Just a reminder to encourage your children to walk to school on Tuesdays and sign your child’s walking cards. 
Kelly Sports 
Kelly Sports
 is offering a reduced price of $40 for the last 4 weeks of their programme starting the week of the 23
rd
 of August. For only $10 a session your child will get to experience and learn new skills in RIPPA Rugby, Basketball, Soccer and Hockey. 
Give Jeremy a call on 443-0254 or email Jeremy at:
jeremyb@kellysports.co.nz
) (
East Coast Bays Softball Club
           
Junior Tennis Players 
Becroft
 
Park
 Tennis Players
Bond Crescent
, Forrest Hill 
Beginners and interclub players are welcome. Enrolments:
 21
st
 August 
22
nd
 August 
28
th
 August 
10.00am – 12.00pm
Phone junior organiser Fale on 410-5581 or Katie on 478-9545 for further information. 
Yummy Apple Stickers
Please save the stickers off the Yummy brand apples and send them to school. Yummy apples are a small sized apple and just perfect for lunch boxes. Bring your stickers to school as they will help build up points that will buy some sports equipment for the school. 
Wairau Intermediate School 2011 Enrolments 
Wairau
 
Intermediate
 
School
 is currently accepting enrolments for 2011. If you require an information pack, they are available from the 
Wairau
 
Intermediate
 
School
 office. Alternatively if you would like an information pack posted to you then please phone the school on 410-7895. 
Takapuna Intermediate School 2011 Enrolments
 Applications close for In Zone / Out of Zone on Friday 3
rd
 September. 
Ballot for out of zone pupils will be held on Monday 20
th
 September.
 Please contact the school office on 489-3940 for more information.
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