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Forrest Hill School





Bad Hair Day





In last week’s newsletter you will have read about our pledge to help the schools and school children in Samoa who have lost their homes and many who have lost family members and friends. We are having a “Bad Hair Day” tomorrow at school for a donation of just $1 from each child who has a  ‘bad hair do’.





A bad hair do might look like hair that is standing up on end, hair that has coloured spray in it, has lots of clips and glitter in it, has a fantastic hat on it, is covered in ribbons, is plastered flat with gel, is covered by a crazy wig………………. let your imagination go wild and wear it to school for just $1. All money raised will be collected and banked in the specially formed bank account set up by the North Shore Principal’s Association to be given to the villages where schools have been destroyed. The funds will help to put up temporary buildings, provide desks and books, as well as writing tools and other learning resources that we use every day and take for granted.





We do hope that you encourage your children to give to this very worthy cause, for the price of just $1. We will hold a parade for the whole school in the morning. You are welcome to join us for this.





Personal Health





During this year we had the scare of swine flu which put us on red alert for teaching healthy practices at school. We were very lucky as we had no more winter sickness absences than any other winter time, suggesting that all the safety practices we had in place worked. Spring is a notorious time of the year for childhood diseases such as measles, chickenpox and mumps as well as ongoing flu symptoms coughs and colds. To keep our good record of good health at school we ask that you keep your children home if they are feeling unwell, have a high temperature or have been sick during the night. Children who are unwell do not learn at school, they do feel miserable and are potentially spreading germs through the class. We realise that parents who go to work often find it difficult to organise supervision for a sick child, but school is not the place for the child to be. We hope that you are able to have a plan for when your child is unwell and cannot attend school.





Thank you for your support in this matter
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Dear Parents/Caregivers 








Students in year 6 classes have been busy this week in preparation for their four day camp starting Tuesday of next week. They are off to Henderson Valley to stay at Carey Park, a well resourced out door education centre. Here, students will be involved in tramping, kayaking, air rifle shooting, archery, camp cooking, stream studies…… and lots lots more. In addition to this and most importantly, students will be learning how to live in a small community where everyone has roles and responsibilities. They will be required to work cooperatively in teams, take on responsibility for certain accomplishments required by their working group, use initiative and to communicate effectively. They will learn how to take on board the ideas of others as well as being able to share their ideas for the benefit of the group. Best of all, (and parents always agree with this…..), they will need to do their own dishes, make their own bed, keep their bunk room spotless and tidy, and be responsible for their own clothes and belongings!





We wish the year six team a wonderful week of fun and learning and would like to thank the parents who have committed their time to help at the camp.








Year 5 Outdoor Week





The week following the year six camp is the year five out door education week. This week will enable students to take calculated risks, problem solve, follow directions – written and spoken, work cooperatively in a team and also take on positions of responsibility and leadership. The students will participate in a three day very active programme along with a sleep over in the school hall.








The Growing Season





Despite the fickle weather with some days hot, many days of rain and most days with chilly winds, the Awatea students are growing seeds. Vegetables seem to be a popular selection resulting from a walk to our local Kings Garden Centre where the horticulturists talked about what conditions plants needed in order to grow best. The Awatea teachers with some student help are looking to planting out the flower baskets that will hang from the deck roofs soon. Watch out for the flowering baskets in a couple of week’s time!





Jump Rope for Heart





We require all forms to be returned to school by Friday please, whether you have sponsorship money collected or not. Thank you for your support in this.











Traffic at the Gate





All schools have congestion at their school gate in the mornings and afternoons. It is to be expected I suppose with 395 students all either entering or exiting the school gates at the same time.





We are fortunate really as we have traffic lights on Forrest Hill Rd which make it safe for families, and for children on their own, when crossing the road. We have Bond Crescent which provides another dropping off point or collection point, with a monitored pedestrian crossing across this street. This option enables parents to park safely and without the fear of getting a parking ticket, further way from the school gate and walking to the safe crossing places on both Forrest Hill Rd and Bond Crescent.





To our great concern we have seen some parents dropping their children off in the busy staff car park, backing out of the car park onto busy Forrest Hill Road, avoiding the High School students, our own primary school students using the foot path and the cars filling the road lanes.





Parents…..you must not do this!


You are putting young lives at risk and


creating the potential to cause a car accident. 





Please consider dropping your child off in Bond Crescent in the mornings allowing them to walk up the path to their classroom. There are places close to the school gate for this. Try parking by Becroft Park and walking with your child along Bond Crescent to the safe Kea Crossing. Lots of parents already do this: we have Mums with the kids and the dog, Mums with the kids and pushchairs, some with toddlers trailing along… and then of course there is the big walking school bus group that uses this way to school as well!  Walking to school can be a really enjoyable time. Teachers on morning duty certainly see lots of smiling faces and plenty of social chatter as everyone comes to school: dogs, pushchairs, Mums, Dads, grandparents and the kids….. just everybody!





Congratulations!!





Zoe Klyn entered the Harbour Primary Schools Gymnastic Competition at North Harbour Gymnastics yesterday, representing Forrest Hill School in the competitive section of the competition. Zoe was placed 1st on the bar, 1st on the floor, 1st on the vault and 2nd on the beam. Zoe was placed 1st overall in the competition. Fantastic result Zoe, we are really proud of you. 


































































































Becroft Park and walking with your child along Bond Crescent to the safe Kea Crossing. Lots of parents already do this: we have Mums with the kids and the dog, Mums with the kids and pushchairs, some with toddlers trailing along… and then of course there is the big walking school bus group that uses this way to school as well!  Walking to school can be a really enjoyable time. Teachers on morning duty certainly see lots of smiling faces and plenty of social chatter as everyone comes to school: dogs, pushchairs, Mums, Dads, grandparents and the kids….. just everybody!











Forrest Hill School





Room 6 : Report on the Dog Show 





Dog Safety Show





Awatea classes were part of a special programme run by North Shore City Council to help children keep safe around dogs.  The following are the tips Room 6 learned:





Stand like a tree with your arms crossed


Georgia: When a dog comes running at you, you have to stand like a tree


Ask the owner’s permission if you want to pat the dog


Ka Yeon: Ask the owners if you want to pat the dog


Pat the dog on its chin, not on its head


Thomas: Do not pat the dog on the head pat it on the chin


Don’t show a smile with your teeth because the dog will think you are growling at him


Vivian: Do not smile with your teeth out because they think you are growling at him


Don’t look at the dog in his eyes because he might think you are versing (challenging) him


Ananya: If you see a dog in the eye he will think that you are versing him

















           





























Uniforms





Due to demand we have new stocks of school uniform all ready for purchase. We are finding more and more parents are opting to have their children wearing school uniform each day – particularly children in Year 0 – 4. T shirts are popular now that summer is round the corner (or is supposed to be!), along with the school cap or bucket hat, skorts for the girls and shorts for both girls and boys. It is fine for children to wear a navy or white skivvy under their T shirt while the day temperatures are still cool, yet not cold enough for the thick polar fleece top. If you want to investigate the uniform option please make contact with the office for more information. Uniform is compulsory for year 1 and 2 children. This is extended to year 1, 2 and 3 children in 2010.
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