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Forrest Hill School





School Stationery





Syndicate teams have identified the stationery needs for their own year group. Requirements include items from various book publishing companies such as Sunshine Publishers, Kluwell Book publishers and Kiwi Publishers. These items are not available from the local stationery shops and warehouses. “School Supplies” which is a nation wide supplier to all NZ schools, has on our reques, provided a custom pack of stationery for each year group including the items from the various specific book publishers. The bulk purchase of these packs provides a very competitive price for all year groups and you have the convenience of not having to hunt down the other publishing suppliers. 


A parent of our school who works in one of the big stationery shops did a comparison of prices and has advised us that she could not collectively buy the individual items for the price that the school packs are – she promptly wrote a cheque and bought a school pack. 


Stationery packs are available for purchase from school over the next few days. Students from each class are taken to the stationery room each morning to collect their packs. Payment (cheques made out to Forrest Hill School or cash) can be sent to school in an envelope and handed to the staff who are issuing the packs. EFTPOS is available in the school office if parents prefer to pay in this way. We hope that all children have their stationery by next week so that the process of learning can get well and truly started!





Our new entrant children having their first swimming lessons
































Shade Policy 





Just a reminder to you all that children need to wear a hat at school when outside in the playground. It is a good idea for each child to have a hat that stays at school in their desk or chairbag (juniors). This reduces the problem of “I’ve left my hat at home”. Sunblock is another essential for summer. We have found that the “roll-on” applicator sunblock is easily managed by children. It is also wise for sunblock to remain at school with the hat in the desk. 
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Dear Parents/Caregivers





A big welcome back to school to all of our school families and a special welcome to our many new families whose children started with us on Tuesday. Coming to a new school can be unsettling for children but they soon settle into the new routines, get to know the children in their classes and develop new friends. 


As a reminder to all our families, the home/school partnership is really important to us. We have an “open door” policy which enables you to pop into your child’s classroom before or after school to have a look around and to chat to the teacher. It is these occasions that are perfect for sharing with your child’s teacher any concerns you have or any information that you think the teacher should know about. If you have a small concern about something your child has talked about, any aspect of your child’s learning, or may be even something you have heard someone else talking about, then please talk to your child’s teacher before the concern becomes a big worry. If you feel you need to speak to the syndicate leader, or the Principal, Mrs Enid Watson these people are always available to you, though an appointment time may be needed. 





Learning is well under way at Forrest Hill School





School Uniform 





Uniform was brought into the school two years ago at the new entrant level. Now, uniform is compulsory for all students in new entrants, year 1, year 2 and year 3. Uniform is optional for children in year 4, 5 and 6. Full uniform is available at school whilst the shorts, skorts and longs are available at Postie Plus. We do not make a profit on uniform sales and the price at Postie Plus is the same as from the school office. 





Meet the Teacher Evening 





On Tuesday 16th February you are invited to come and meet your child’s teacher and the teacher, in the syndicate team. Meetings will start in the staffroom where the teaching team will be introduced to you and syndicate wide information will be discussed. After this you are able to go to your child’s classroom to meet your child’s teacher. The session times are as follows :





6.00pm 	Year 1 – 2 teachers


6.30pm 	Year 3 – 4 teachers


7.00pm 	Year 5 – 6 teachers





If you bring your children with you they will need to play in the playground, but please be aware that there will be no formal supervision there. We look forward to meeting you on the 16th February. 





Parking at the Gate 





Just a reminder about not using the staff carpark to drop your children off at school or to collect them after school. The staff carpark is for school employees only. Parents/children are not permitted to walk through the carpark, please use the pedestrian paths through the school and enter and exit using the two pedestrian gates.





Please remember that the parking outside the front of the school is only 2 minute parking. The NSCC parking wardens frequently patrol the area and will ticket you if you have parked for more than 2 minutes. It is really pleasing to note more and more parents parking in Quebec Road or Belmont Terrace and walking up to the traffic lights. Parents can either wait for their children there or cross the road and meet their children in the school grounds. There is also parking in Bond Crescent which is less busy than Forrest Hill Road. Thank you for helping to keep our children / your children safe. 
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Congratulations


                       


  We would like to extend our sincere congratulations to our Year 6 teacher Pip Heaphy who got married in the holidays. Pip is now Mrs Bateup and we wish her and her husband a long and happy marriage.





Student Achievement 





All achievement in Literacy and Numeracy for each 2009 year group has been carefully collated and analysed. Each week this term the newsletter will contain achievement information which we hope you will find interesting. You will see that the achievement levels reached by students at Forrest Hill School continues to be very high as observed by the ERO last year during our ERO Review. Do check out our ERO report from the ERO website – it is an excellent report. 





Music in Schools 





Music lessons are available at Forrest Hill School where students can have one to one instruction or group lessons each week. There are specialist instrumental teachers and the lessons are suitable for all students over the age of 7 ½ years. For more information see the brochure accompanying this newsletter or phone the Music Education Centre on 444-5654. 





Art Classes 





Enrol now for Term 1 art classes


A fun and exciting programme


For children aged 7 years to 13 years


Classes are run on a Thursday from 4.15pm to 5.30pmin Forrest Hill


Find out more contact Fiona 479 5991 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:alfe@iprolink.co.nz" ��alfe@iprolink.co.nz�





Japan Kids Festival 





Come and enjoy the 5th annual festival here at Forrest Hill School, Sunday 14th February, 10.00am – 1.00pm. Traditional Japanese stalls with food, origami workshop, story time in Japanese. Contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:inch_event@yahoo.co.jp" ��inch_event@yahoo.co.jp�





Kittens Free to a Good Home 





There are 4 very cute kittens to be given away free to a good home. Please contact Niki on 410-6995 or 022-601-1455 if you are able to take them.
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