
Karapoti Life Membership

As the longest running mountain bike event in the Southern Hemisphere, if someone has played a major part in Karapoti 
then chances are they have had a major part in NZ mountain bike history. We thought this simple fact should be 
recognised so a few of us put our heads together and came up with the concept of Karapoti Life Membership.

The Award
Karapoti Life Membership is really about recognition, but to mark the occasion every new Life Member will receive free 
entry for life and an embroidered “Karapoti Life Member” back pack. Every year new life members will be awarded at the 
Karapoti Classic Prize Giving.

Criteria
It goes without saying that Karapoti life membership must match the history, prestige and culture of Karapoti. After
arguing through a few ideas we came up with the following criteria. To be considered for Karapoti Life Membership riders 
must have achieved at least one of the following criteria:

�E Anyone who has participated in the Karapoti Classic (20k or 50k) at least 20 times.

�E Anyone who has won the feature 50k Karapoti Classic at least five times.

�E Anyone who has broken Karapoti’s magical three-hour mark at least 15 times.

�E Anyone who has been involved in the organisation of the Karapoti Classic for at least 10 years.

NB1: This criteria may change as to the mood of the organisers, or as others suggest bright ideas. 
NB2: We welcome nominations for future Karapoti Life Membership. Nominations must be made by Feb 1 every year.

Karapoti Life Members

Paul Kennett – inducted 2007
Paul was the mastermind and creator of the Karapoti 
Classic. He first organised the event in 1986 and 
established the now traditional course in 1988. In 1987 he 
marked the course out and the next day won the race. 
With his brothers Simon and Jonathan they established 
NZ’s first mountain biking website, compiled NZ’s first 
national directory of mountain bike venues, organised 
NZ’s first UCI World Cup event, and helped establish 
Wellington’s Makara Peak Mountain Bike Park.

Simon Kennett – inducted 2007
Like Paul, Simon has been at the forefront of the mountain 
bike movement in NZ. He finished 2nd in the first Karapoti 
Classic, won the 1988 race, and represented NZ several 
times. He was the main force behind lifting the Karapoti 
Classic to an internationally recognised mountain bike 
event. With his brothers Paul and Jonathan they 
established NZ’s first mountain biking website, compiled 
NZ’s first national directory of mountain bike venues, 
organised NZ’s first UCI World Cup event, and helped 
establish Wellington’s Makara Peak Mountain Bike Park. 
Simon was still amongst it in 2007, clocking 2:33 for 10th.

Jonathan Kennett – inducted 2007
Like Paul and Simon, Jonathan has been at the forefront 
of mountain biking in NZ since day one. He was the tail-
end-charlie for the inaugural Karapoti in 1986 and has 
logged several finishes under Karapoti’s magical three-
hour mark. With his brothers Simon and Paul they 
established NZ’s first mountain biking website, compiled 
NZ’s first national directory of mountain bike rides, 
organised NZ’s first UCI World Cup event, and helped 
establish Wellington’s Makara Peak Mountain Bike Park. 



Alastair Rhodes – inducted  2007
In 1986 Alastair Rhodes was the eldest competitor in the 
inaugural Karapoti Classic. This year Alastair finished his 
20th Karapoti, but in a touch of irony the 65 year old is no 
longer the eldest competitor. Alistair has been around 
mountain biking and road cycling for a quarter of a century 
and with no intention of hanging up his bikes just yet the 
Upper Hutt doctor looks likely to hang on to his stature as 
the rider to have ridden the most Karapoti’s. 

Kathy Lynch – inducted 2007
It was fitting this year that at the same time as electing 
Kathy Lynch as a Karapoti life member her 13-year-old 
Karapoti women’s record should be broken. It’s a cliché to 
say that Kathy Lynch was a legend in her own time, but it’s 
true. She won Karapoti no less than eight times and 
internationally she was as good as anyone, finishing 
eighth in the first Olympic mountain bike race in 1996 and 
also represented NZ at the Commonwealth Games road 
cycling, finished sixth in the woman’s Tour de France, won 
the Coast to Coast six times and finished her endurance 
sport career as the most successful female adventure 
racer in history. At Karapoti she was the first woman to 
break three hours and her last victory came despite 
multiple punctures that saw her take the lead in the last 
2k. Stories like that are part of the Lynch legend.

Sarah Drake – inducted 2007
As Simon Kennett’s partner Sarah Drake had no choice but 
to either ride or help organise Karapoti. Whether packing 
race packs, working at pre-race registration, manning the 
info tent, timing, organising prize givings, or occasionally 
riding the race herself… in one-way or another Sarah has 
been a face of the race since for almost 20 years, 14 of 
them as a volunteer. In fact Sarah and Simon met at the 
1990 Karapoti, when she was helping Paul with time 
keeping. In 2007 Sarah and Simon had their first child.

Trevor Woodward – inducted 2008
The only life member to be inducted in 2008, Trevor is 
awarded life membership as the first person to break 
Karapoti’s three-hour barrier 15 times. His last two have 
come as the winner and record holder in the Masters 2 
category, but 10 years before that Trevor was a contender 
for overall honours, making the elite podium three years in 
a row between 1996 and 1998. Trevor is also renowned as 
the instigator of Karapoti’s annual and exclusive “Beer Pit”, 
but his impact is also seen in Karapoti’s up and coming 
stars as he coaches junior women’s record holder Samara 
Sheppard. 



Peter Schmitz – inducted 2009
Peter is a Karapoti original. He 
participated in the inaugural 1986 event 
and this year completed his 20th Karapoti. 
That means in 24 years he has missed 
just four rides around the Akatarawas.

Francis Hoen – inducted 2009
Francis is the first person to complete 20 
Karapoti’s in a row. And every one of 
them has been the feature 50k Classic. 
Along the way the well-known bike shop 
owner collected a few age group awards, 
rode 12 different bikes and even 
completed the race with a broken arm. 

Marco Renali – inducted 2010
Mark Renal (aka Marco Renali) is 
something of a legend on the local
scene. He has won his age category 
several times and is one of only three 50 
year olds to have broken 3hrs. But 2010 
was his 20th Karapoti in a row.

Jason McCarty – inducted 2010
Jason has been riding Karapoti since he 
was a teenager, placing in the top 20 
several times. He is awarded Life 
Membership after becoming only the 
second person to break 3hrs 15 times. 
Watch out Trevor, he’s coming for you.


